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The Eurydice Network provides information on and analyses of European education
systems and policies. It consists of 35 national units based in all 31 countries
participating in the EU’s Lifelong Learning programme (EU Member States, EEA
countries and Turkey) and is co-ordinated and managed by the EU Education,
Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency in Brussels, which drafts its publications and
databases.
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Full-time
compulsory education

Part-time
compulsory education

Duration of full-time
compulsory

education (in years)
Starting age Ending age Ending age
BE fr 6 15 18 9
BE de 6 15 18 9
BE nl 6 15 18 9
BG 7 16 na 9
Ccz 6 15 na 9
DK 6 16 na 10
DE (majority of L&nder) 6 15 18 9
DE (few Lénder) 6 16 19 10
EE 7 16 na 9
IE 6 16 na 10
EL 5 15 na 10
ES 6 16 na 10
FR 6 16 na 10
IT 6 16 na 10
cY 3 months. 15 na i months.
LV 5 16 na 11
LT 7 16 na 9
LU 4 15 na 11
HU 5 18 na 13
MT 5 16 na 11
NL 5 18 na 13
AT 6 15 na 9
PL 6 16 18 10
PT 6 15 na 9
RO 6 16 na 10
Si 6 15 na 9
SK 6 16 na 10
Fl 7 16 na 9
SE 7 16 na 9
UK-ENG/WLS 5 16 na 11
UK-NIR 4 16 na 12
UK-SC 5 16 na 11
IS 6 16 na 10
LI 6 15 na 9
NO 6 16 na 10
TR 6 14 na 8

Source: Eurydice.

For more information, please see the chapter 2.5 devoted to Compulsory Education in Eurybase full country
descriptions: http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/education/eurydice/eurybase en.php
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