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ORGANISATION AND GOVERNANCE
The primary goal of the education system in Slovenia is to provide optimal development 
of the individual, irrespective of gender, social and cultural background, religion, racial, 
ethnic or national origin, and regardless of their physical and mental constitution or 
physical and mental disability. The Slovenian education system strives to promote lifelong 
learning, critical thinking, creativity and social and cultural integration.

The education system is organised mainly as a public service rendered by public and 
private institutions and private providers holding a concession who implement officially 
recognised or accredited programmes. Domestic and non-domestic natural or legal 
persons may set up private kindergartens or upper secondary schools and higher 
education institutions.

The medium of instruction is Slovenian. The Italian and Hungarian national communities 
enjoy the right to pursue education in their respective languages in ethnically mixed areas.

FUNDING
Preschool education is funded by municipalities, payments by parents, and other sources. 
Basic education is funded by both the municipality and the state, as well as from other 
sources. The same applies to adult education. Public upper secondary schools, short-
cycle higher vocational colleges, higher education institutions, educational institutions for 
SEN children and residence halls for upper secondary and tertiary students, as well as 
supporting professional institutes in education are founded and financed by the state.

In 2023, public expenditure on formal education stood at to 5.1% of GDP or €3 286 M. 
92.5% went directly to educational institutions, while 7.5% was spent on public transfers 
to households and other private entities. (Source: SURS)

PRESCHOOL �TERTIARY�

UPPER SECONDARY BASIC

19 %22 %

16% 43%

Expenditure on educational institutions by level of education, 2023
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PRESCHOOL EDUCATION
Preschool education is not compulsory. It is open to children of 
eleven months to six years or compulsory school age. It is provided 
by public and private kindergartens. Where necessary, the network 
of public kindergartens is complemented by private kindergartens 
that hold a concession. Childcare services may also be provided 
by registered child–minders. Kindergartens are unified institutional 
settings. They provide education and care for all preschool children. 
The right to admission is universal for all children.

Goals and aims of preschool education
•	 Develop skills and abilities to:

•	 understand and appreciate oneself and others,

•	 debate and resolve issues, appreciate diversity  
and cooperate or interact in a group,

•	 recognise emotions and have the emotional experience  
and expression.

•	 Foster curiosity, exploratory spirit, imagination and intuition,  
as well as develop critical thinking.

•	 Nurture language development for effective and creative use  
of speech, also reading and writing at a later stage.

•	 Cultivate appreciation of artistic works and the artistic expression.

Participation
In the 2023/24 school year, preschool education was provided in 
988 settings at 108 public and 97 private kindergartens, and at 209 
school-based kindergartens. There were 85.5% of all children aged 
1 to 6 years enrolled in kindergartens (84 522 children). 94% of 
enrolled children attended public kindergartens. (Source: SURS)

Programme
Preschool education is provided in two age groups: children aged 
1 to 3 and children aged 3 to school age. Kindergartens may 
implement full-day, half-day and shorter programmes. Programmes 
encompass education, care and meals.

The core national programming document is the Kindergarten 
curriculum. It defines the preschool education in kindergartens as 
part of the education system and so under the auspices of the 
ministry responsible for education.

Units
Children

Total 
1st age 
group

2nd age 
group

Total 992 86 177 27 204 58 973 

 

SI

SI

EU 27

EU 27

Age

<3

>3

36.5

36.8

30.4

31.4
2022/2023

83 700 86 177
2013/2014

International comparison

Slovenia is enjoying a steady increase in the participation 
rate of children between 3 years old and compulsory 
school age. Nevertheless, it is lagging the EU 2030 target.

Participation rate in preschool education  
(age 3+ to school age), 2021

Preschool education is not compulsory. It is 
open to children of eleven months to six years 
or compulsory school age. 

It is provided by public and private kindergartens. 
Where necessary, the network of public kindergartens 
is complemented by private kindergartens that hold a 
concession. Childcare services may also be provided by 
registered child–minders.

Kindergartens are unified institutional settings. They 
provide education and care for all preschool children. 
Parents have the right to decide on the preschool 
programme and kindergarten at their own choice.

Expenditure on educational institutions by 
level of education, 2021

PRESCHOOL EDUCATION 
IN THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA

IN 
THE 
REPUBLIC 
OF 
SLOVENIA

Eurydice Slovenia, the 2023 revision. www.eurydice.si

The right to admission is universal for all children.

Public kindergartens are established by local communities. 
Primarily, they are funded by municipalities, but by the state 
and parents, too. The fees are subsidized for all and vary 
according to the family’s economic situation. Parents with two 
children attending the kindergarten at the same time do not 
have to pay for the younger child. Third and further children 
of the same family, and economically disadvantaged children 
attend kindergarten at no cost. The latter also take priority. 
Since 2018/2019, children who will turn five or six by the 
end of the given school year and who are not attending any 
other kindergarten programme can enrol in a gratis shorter 
programme (240 hours).

Goals and aims of preschool education
•  Develop skills and abilities to: 

• understand and appreciate oneself and others, 
• debate and resolve issues, appreciate diversity 

and cooperate or interact in a group, 
• recognise emotions and have the emotional 

experience and expression.
• Foster curiosity, exploratory spirit, imagination and 

intuition, as well as develop critical thinking.
• Nurture language development for effective and 

creative use of speech, also reading and writing  
at a later stage.

• Cultivate appreciation of artistic works and the artistic 
expression.

Participation

In the 2022/2023 school year, preschool education 
was provided in around 1 000 settings: at 108 public 
and 97 private kindergartens, and at 207 school-based 
kindergartens. 

There were 84.6  % of all children aged 1 to 6 years 
enrolled in kindergartens. 94 % of enrolled children 
attended public kindergartens.

Kindergarten units and children in 
preschool education, 2022/2023 

In contrast, Slovenia is among the few European countries 
with the highest inclusion rate for the youngest children. 
In 2022, 52.3  % of 0–3 year olds were included in formal 
ECEC, while EU(27) average was at 35.9  %. (Eurostat 
ILC_CAINDFORMAL) Slovenia has attained the so-called 
Barcelona objective, namely 33 % participation rate of 0–3 
year olds as a minimum.

Children spend more time in kindergarten compared to 
their peers in Europe. It is an indicator of trust that people 
place in the institutions.

Average number of hours spent per week in 
preschool education, 2022

The system of preschool education aims to support 
parents who work. The share of employed mothers is 
the highest in EU, comparable only to Denmark’s and 
Sweden’s.

SI 92.6%

EU 93.0%

EU target 96%

Source: SURS.

Source: SURS

Source: ET monitor 2022

Source: Eurostat, EU-SILC. (ILC_CAMNFORG0)

Source: SURS.

PRESCHOOL 
EDUCATION

Recent figures of children enrolled in kindergartens show 
an increase of almost 10 percentage points since 2013.

Enrolment in preschool education

PRESCHOOL  TERTIARY 

UPPER SECONDARY BASIC  

19%21%

16% 44%
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BASIC SCHOOL EDUCATION
Children start the compulsory 9-year basic school at the age of 6. 
The compulsory basic school is a single structure of primary and 
lower secondary general education or three educational cycles. Basic 
education is taught by generalist teachers and by specialist subject 
teachers.

Public basic schools are set up by local communities. All children get 
a place at a school in their respective catchment area. Parents may 
enrol their children in a school outside their catchment area, in a 
private school or even decide to home school their child.

Majority of students attend public basic schools. In school year 
2023/24, 196 371 students were enrolled in basic school program 
with regular and adapted curriculum. About 1% of students attended 
private basic schools providing the officially recognised basic school 
programmes. (Source: SURS)

Widespread network 

The widespread network of public schools and settings of school 
branches gives access to basic education provision. 457 basic 
schools deliver the mainstream educational programme, and 48 
specialised basic schools – special units at mainstream schools 
as well as specialised institutions for SEN students – deliver 
the adapted educational programme (under 2% of basic school 
students). 

Source: Ministry of Education

Basic school network, school year 2023/24

International comparison of student achievement

Looking at trends, the Slovenian students performed at higher 
levels in science, mathematics and reading in the Interna-
tional Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) 1995 to 2015 
and the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study 
(PIRLS) 2001 to 2016.  
 
Trends in student achievement, TIMSS 1995-2015, PIRLS 
2001-2016

Cycle Grades Education ISCED

Single structure 
basic school 
programme

1 1 to 3
primary 1

2 4 to 6

3 7 to 9 lower secondary 2

Children start the compulsory 9-year basic school at the 
age of 6. The compulsory basic school is a single structure 
of primary and lower secondary general education or three 
educational cycles. Basic education is taught by generalist 
teachers and by specialist subject teachers.  
 

The total expenditure on educational institutions for basic 
education amounted to 2.3 percent of GDP in 2018.

Public basic schools are set up by local communities. 
All children get a place at a school in their respective 
catchment area. Parents may enrol their children in a school 
outside their catchment area, in a private school or even 
decide to home school their child.

Majority of students attend public basic schools. In school 
year 2019/2020, less than 1 percent of students attended 
private basic schools providing the officially recognised 
basic school programmes.

Rise in the number

The generational cohorts continue to grow, so basic school 
students grow in number, too. On average, there are 20 
students per class; the upper limit is at 28 students.

Students in basic education

BASIC SCHOOL EDUCATION

Aims of basic school education

Among other to provide students the opportunities to

• acquire knowledge and develop skills consistent with 
their abilities and interests

• foster personal development
• develop the ability for lifelong learning and continuous 

education 
• foster the sense of belonging to one state, national 

identity, and cultural heritage, as well as educate 
about common cultural values 

• educate about respecting human rights, 
understanding diversity and teach tolerance 

• develop skills of communicating in Slovenian and 
foreign languages 

• educate for sustainable development, for taking 
responsibility for one’s actions, one’s health, other 
people, and the environment, as well as 

• develop entrepreneurial skills, inventiveness, and 
creativity.

Education staff

All education staff at school have the relevant educational 
qualification, namely the Master’s degree and the 
certificate of professional examination. The education staff 
for SEN children have the special pedagogical educational 
qualification.  The continuous professional development is 
an obligation, as well as the right of all education staff. 

A basic school leader is the head teacher acting in capacity 
of a manager and a pedagogical leader. Depending on the 
size of the school, a  head teacher can take on a deputy 
head. 

The generalist teachers teach the grade 1 to 5 students, 
while subject specialist teachers teach grade 6 to 9 
students. The school professional community includes the 
counselling staff, school librarians, organisers of meals, 
organisers of IT activities and computer technicians, and in 
certain settings, laboratory assistants, as well.

Eurydice Slovenia, 2020 www.eurydice.si Source: Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia
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169 101 
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Source: IEA, TIMSS & PIRLS.

According to the results of the In TIMSS 2015, Slovenian 
grade 8 students performed in science remarkably well. Only 
students from Singapore, Japan, and Chinese Taipei outscore 
the Slovenian students.

Achievement in science, grade 8, TIMSS 2015
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Source: IEA, TIMSS.
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Comprehensive programme 

The basic school programme is specified by the timetable and 
curricula of compulsory and optional subjects, as well as by guidelines 
and educational concepts that define other methods of working with 
children, cross-curricular contents and other documents to guide the 
work of the education staff. Along with compulsory and compulsory 
optional subjects, class discussion periods and days of activities 
(cultural, sports, technical, science days), all basic schools undertake 
activities of the extended programme.

Assessment 

In grades 1 and 2, teachers assess the progress of students with 
descriptive marks. From grade 3 onwards, teachers evaluate 
the achievement of standards of knowledge and start to assess 
knowledge with numerical marks. 
Students sit compulsory national external assessment at the end of 
grades 3, 6 and 9. Results are additional information about the level 
of students’ knowledge.

Goals of basic school education

Among other provide students the opportunities to:

•	 acquire knowledge and develop skills consistent with  
their abilities and interests,

•	 foster personal development,

•	 develop the ability for lifelong learning and continuous education,

•	 foster the sense of belonging to one state, national identity, and  
cultural heritage, as well as educate about common cultural values,

•	 educate about respecting human rights, understanding diversity  
and teach tolerance,

•	 develop skills of communicating in Slovenian and foreign  
languages,

•	 educate for sustainable development, for taking responsibility for  
one’s actions, one’s health, other people, and the environment,

•	 develop entrepreneurial skills, inventiveness, and creativity.



The Education system in the Republic of Slovenia 2023/246

UPPER SECONDARY EDUCATION 
 
Upon completion of compulsory basic education, students – 
typically aged 15 – may choose to continue their education at the 
upper secondary level at a school and a programme of their own 
choice. This takes two to five years to complete. Schools may limit 
enrolment if the number of candidates exceeds their capacity.

The system of upper secondary education is centralised.

Public upper secondary schools may operate as standalone 
institutions or as organisational units of large school centres. 

In the 2023/24 school year, upper secondary educational 
programmes were provided by 141 public schools or school centres, 
6 private schools and 6 public educational institutions for children 
with special educational needs. These programmes were attended by 
80 685 students in 2023/24. (Source: Ministry of Education, SURS)

Upper secondary education is structured as general and as 
vocational and technical education.

Enrolment in upper secondary education by programmes, 
2023/24

VOCATIONAL
VOCATIONAL
 TECHNICAL

GENERAL 
- GIMNAZIJA

MATURA
COURSE

TECHNICAL   42%

SHORT 
VOCATIONAL 2%

<1%

16% 4%

VOCATIONAL 
COURSE<1%

35%

Technical and vocational 
education

General education

The main goals of upper secondary education in Slovenia 
are:

•	 to make it possible for everyone to obtain a general 
educational	qualification	and	an	occupation;

•	 to allow the largest possible share of population the 
attainment of the highest possible level of creativity 
and	educational	qualification;

•	 to facilitate the inclusion in the European labour 
market.

Tracking of students in Slovenia only begins in upper 
secondary education. Upper secondary education 
programmes are either general or vocational. 

Enroled Graduated

Students 73,652 17,793

Adults 13,327 2,291 

Enrolment by type of upper secondary education 
programme, 2015

Gender ratio in upper secondary education, 2015

General education Techical and vocational 
education

Vocational
Vocational
 technical

General 
- gimnazija

Matura course

Technical   41% UPPER 
SECONDARY 
EDUCATION

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Vivamus 

pellentesque, enim eget maximus 
vehicula, metus dolor consectetur erat, vel 

ullamcorper tellus nibh sit amet sem. Nullam 
eget molestie tortor. Vestibulum quis leo magna. 
Mauris varius dolor vitae ligula maximus lobortis. 

Nam sit amet leo a ligula ultricies varius.

Short 
vocational 1%

<1%

16% 5%

Vocational 
course

<1%

36%

Technical and vocational 
education

General education

International comparison: in Slovenia, the upper 
secondary attainment is high.

OECD data shows that in 2014, the average share of 
younger adults in OECD countries (25-34 year olds) 
without upper secondary education was 17  %. In Slovenia 
this	share	was	significantly	lower	(6		%),	and	in	only	four	
other countries even lower.1

1  OECD (2015) Education at a Glance 2015. 
2  Retrieved from http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/tgm/table.do?tab=table&init=1&language=en&p  
 code=t2020_40&plugin=1

Share of early school leavers, 2015

Upon completion of compulsory basic 
education, students – typically aged 15 – may 
choose to continue their education at the upper 
secondary level at a school and a programme 
of their own choice. This takes two to five years 
to complete.

Acquiring	upper	secondary	education	qualification	is	also	
possible in adulthood, through regular programmes with 
special organisational adjustments for adults. Schools may 
limit enrolment if the number of candidates exceeds their 
capacity. 

The system of upper secondary education is 
centralised. Consequently, decisions about the founding 
and the funding of schools as well as about educational 
programmes are adopted at the national level. 
Schools and teachers, however, are autonomous in the 
implementation of prescribed programmes. Additionally, 
schools are autonomous in the selection and management 
of their human resources.

Students and graduates in upper secondary 
education, end of school year 2014/2015

Public upper secondary schools may operate as 
standalone institutions or as organisational units of 
large school centres. In the 2015/16 school year, upper 
secondary educational programmes were provided by 111 
public schools or school centres, 6 private schools and 6 
public educational institutions for children with special  
educational needs. These programmes were attended by 
nearly 75,000 students in 2015/16.

UPPER SECONDARY EDUCATION 
IN THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA

OECD average

Slovenia

Share of young adults without upper secondary 
educational qualification

2000 2014

25

15

6

17

Similarly, Eurostat data shows that Slovenia was 
significantly	below	the	EU	average	early	school	leaving	
rate in 2015. Namely, the average share of 18 to 24 
year-olds who had failed to complete upper secondary 
education in the EU was 11  %. This is nearly two times the 
(5  %) share in Slovenia.2
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The main goals of upper secondary education: 
•	 to make it possible for everyone to obtain a general educational 

qualification and an occupation,

•	 to allow the largest possible share of population the attainment of 
the highest possible level of creativity and educational qualification,

•	 to facilitate the inclusion in the European labour market.

Types of programmes
Tracking of students in Slovenia only begins in upper secondary education. 

SHORT VOCATIONAL 
PROGRAMMES

VOCATIONAL  
PROGRAMMES

GENERAL  
PROGRAMMES

Duration: 2 years
Completion: School leaving exam

Duration: 3 years
Completion: School  

leaving exam
 

Duration: 4 years
Completion: General matura

VP

                     SCHOOL LEAVING EXAM
        

       VOCATIONAL MATURA

GE
NE

RA

L M
ATURA

    2 YEARS                        3 YEARS                       2 YEARS                       
      

4 YEA

RS
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 4
 Y

EA

RS

GP

VTP
TP

SVP

TECHNICAL   
PROGRAMMES

VOCATIONAL 
TECHNICAL   

PROGRAMMES
Duration: 4 years
Completion: Vocational matura

Duration: 2 years 
(after completed 3 year vocational  

programme)
Completion: Vocational matura

VP

The upper secondary educational qualification is awarded only after 
passing the final examination that grants also the right to enrol in 
higher levels:

•	 General matura

•	 Vocational matura

•	 School leaving exam
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TERTIARY EDUCATION
The tertiary education includes short-cycle higher vocational 
education and higher education. Both subsystems are interrelated 
and linked by a system of quality assurance, progression from lower 
to higher levels, and institutional and programme compatibility, in 
part. 

Higher education institutions are autonomous. 

The top objectives of tertiary education are quality, employability 
and mobility in Europe and the world, fair access, and diversity of 
institutions and study programmes.

National higher education programme 2030 priorities are 
digitalisation, funding, internationalisation, means of social 
development, quality.

There were 80 648 students enrolled in tertiary education in the 
academic year 2023/24. (Source: SURS)

Students pursue the short-cycle higher vocational education 
at higher vocational colleges. These two-year practice-orientated 
programmes aim to meet the needs of economy and to equip 
students with competences by vocational and professional 
standards. The graduates learn skills to manage, plan and oversee 
work processes.

Students pursue all three cycles of higher education at universities 
and independent higher education institutions. In the first study 
cycle, students enrol on professional or academic undergraduate 
study programmes. The second and third study cycle are 
postgraduate, and include Master’s, Integrated Master’s, and PhD 
study programmes respectively.

The most common enrolment requirement for short cycle and 
undergraduate study programmes is the certificate in general 
matura or vocational matura. In case of a cap on places, the 
selection criteria extend to include the candidate’s matura results 
and learning outcomes of the last two years of upper-secondary 
school, or even the learning outcomes in specific subjects. 

17%
Fee paid

IN 
THE 
REPUBLIC 
OF 
SLOVENIA

Eurydice Slovenia, 2022 www.eurydice.si

Inclusive and accessible

The Slovenian education system is accessible to 
all. Citizen can enrol on a study programme at any 
time in their life if they meet the specific enrolment 
requirements. As long as they hold the status of a 
student, they have access to the student job market, 
subsidised meals, transportation and accommodation, 
as well as health insurance.

International comparison 

The share of graduates by field of study does not differ 
significantly from the EU average (27 states). It is greater 
in the field of production and construction technology, 
personal services, and lower in humanities, business, 
administration and legal studies.

1Eurostat. Public expenditure on education by education level and programme 
orientation - as  % of GDP. [educ_uoe_fine06].

2OECD, Education at a Glance 2021, Table C1.2.

3Eurostat. Ratio of pupils and students to teachers and academic staff by education 
level and programme orientation. [educ_uoe_perp04].  

TERTIARY
EDUCATION

TERTIARY EDUCATION IN
THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA

The tertiary education includes short-cycle higher 
vocational education and higher education. Both 
subsystems of tertiary education are interrelated and 
linked by a system of quality assurance, progression 
from lower to higher levels, and institutional and 
programme compatibility, in part.

The autonomy of universities and higher education 
institutions is enshrined in the Constitution of the 
Republic of Slovenia.

The top objectives of tertiary education are quality, 
employability and mobility in Europe and the world, 
fair access, and diversity of institutions and study 
programmes.

Slovenia exceeded the specific target of the Europe 
2030 strategy, namely 45 % of 25 to 34-year-olds with 
tertiary educational qualification. In 2020, the number 
was at 47.9  %.

TERTIARY
EDUCATION

The gifted and talented students can compete for 
merit-based scholarships, and students from socio-
economically disadvantaged backgrounds can compete 
for need-based scholarships. For mobility, both 
scholarships are portable internationally.

€

The public expenditure on tertiary education in 2019 was 
at 1.02  % as a percentage of GDP, below the EU27 average 
of 1.22 %.1 The public expenditure for tertiary educational 
institutions per student in 2018 was USD 12.6462 using 
purchasing power standard, below the OECD average of USD 
13.855 and below the EU23 average of USD 14.622. Still, the 
public expenditure per student at tertiary level was highest of 
all education levels.2

The Eurostat3 data show a reduction in the student-to-staff 
ratio. In 2019, there were 14.0 students for every academic 
staff member or 2.8 students less compared to 2013. The 
OECD and the EU average 2022 student-to-staff ratio was  
15 students.

Source: Ministry of Education, Science and Sport.

Source: Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities.

Over half of 19-year-olds pursue tertiary education. The 
generational cohort continue to decrease since 2010, so 
students decrease in number, too.

Share of tuition fee payers, 2021/2022

Scholarships, 2021

54%
No fee paid

83%
No fee paid

46%
Fee paid

Short-cycle higher
vocational education

First and second cycle 
higher education

31.2%
Need-based

2.8%
Merit-based

Source: Eurostat. [educ_uoe_grad02].

Distribution of tertiary education graduates  
by broad field of education, 2020

Source: Eurostat, LFS. [edat_lfse_03].

Tertiary educational attainment (age 25-34), 2021  

37.2% 35.7%

60.8% 46.8%

47.9% 41.2%

EU target

Slovenia

EU target

EU

Source: Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia.

Tertiary education students

110 000

100 000

90 000

80 000

70 000

60 000

50 000

20
12

/1
3

20
13

/1
4

20
14

/1
4

20
15

/1
6

20
16

/1
7

20
17

/1
8

20
18

/1
9

20
19

/2
0

20
20

/2
1

20
21

/2
2

99 877

92 769
85 616

80 798
79 547

76 534
75 991

76 728

82 694

81 715

0%

Slovenia EU 27

Education

Arts and humanities

Social sciences, journalism
and information

Business, administration
and law

Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

Agriculture, forestry, fisheries
and veterinary

Health and welfare

Services

Natural sciences, mathematics
and statistics

Information and
Communication Technologies

5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

TERTIARY EDUCATION_leaflet_99x210_ZA TISK.indd   1-4TERTIARY EDUCATION_leaflet_99x210_ZA TISK.indd   1-4 31/08/2022   14:0431/08/2022   14:04



The Education system in the Republic of Slovenia 2023/24 9

ADULT EDUCATION
Adult education comprises the education, training and learning 
of individuals who have fulfilled the legal compulsory education 
obligation (specific number of years spent in the basic programme) 
and wish to acquire, update, expand and deepen their knowledge, 
and do not have the status of a regular basic school or upper 
secondary school student. A wide variety of programmes and 
training providers are available within the adult education system in 
Slovenia.

Adults who wish to acquire basic educational qualification take 
lessons of the basic school programme for adults.

Adults who wish to acquire upper secondary educational qualification 
may enrol in regular upper secondary education programmes with 
special organisational adjustments for adults.

Non-formal education may be of a professional nature, i.e. further 
training and educational pathways in connection with job promotion 
or of a general nature aimed at personal development. Study clubs 
and independent learning centres constitute an important type 
of non-formal education. Many adults in Slovenia are involved in 
occasional self-learning.

The Slovenian qualification framework (SOK) is a unified system 
of qualifications reached with the educational, vocational or 
supplementary qualification of the Republic of Slovenia.

Slovenia has developed a system for the recognition of non-formal 
and informal learning and established the national vocational 
qualification system for recognising competencies on the labour 
market. The national vocational qualifications are developed from 
vocational standards, namely at the request of employers.
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BASIC MUSIC AND DANCE  
EDUCATION
Slovenia has a well-developed system of non-compulsory basic 
music and ballet education. It is provided outside mainstream 
formal education and, students may attend school simultaneously. 
It is provided by public and private music and ballet schools; they 
may also organise other music and dance activities. They cater for 
preschool children, basic school students, upper secondary school 
students, tertiary students and adults, as well. Candidates are 
required to pass an entrance aptitude test.

Schools established by local communities and private providers 
allow students to gain artistic experience, encourage students to 
perform solo, set up chamber music groups and orchestras and 
dance groups.

SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION
The education of children with special educational needs (SEN 
children) is based on the principle of equal opportunity, whilst taking 
into account the diversity of children’s needs, inclusion, parental 
involvement, individualised method of work, as well as all other 
conditions to ensure the best development of the individual child.
The education of SEN children is provided exclusively as a public 
service, namely at public kindergartens, schools, specialised public 
schools or public institutions. The government provides officially 
recognised education programmes from the preschool level to the 
end of upper secondary education.

Programmes of all types and stages of education with the adapted 
implementation and additional professional assistance are provided 
at kindergartens and schools in mainstream classes. The education 
programmes for children with emotional and behavioural problems 
are provided only by public institutions for the education of SEN 
children.

Children are placed in education programmes by taking into 
consideration their physical, cognitive, emotional, social and health-
related needs. Furthermore, their attained level of development is 
taken into account as well as their learning abilities, achievement 
of knowledge standards and further development outlook in light of 
their handicaps, impairments or disabilities.
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EDUCATION STAFF 
Education staff at kindergartens and schools that provide officially 
recognised education programmes include preschool teachers, 
preschool teacher assistants, teachers, counsellors, school librarians 
and other education staff. Both public and private kindergartens 
and schools shall ensure that their education staff is adequately 
qualified, that is they have a perfect command of Slovenian (and/
or the language of the relevant ethnic minority); hold a relevant 
educational qualification and they have passed the professional 
examination.

All education staff shall hold a relevant pedagogical-andragogical 
educational qualification (from bachelor’s degree for preschool 
teachers to doctorate of science for full professor at higher 
education), while education staff in education of SEN children shall 
hold special pedagogical educational qualification. 
There are two pathways to a teaching qualification: under a 
concurrent model (in parallel with the subject of instruction) or under 
a consecutive model.

Education and other staff in public kindergartens, schools, higher 
education institutions, and other institutions have the status 
of public servants. Policies concerning salaries, employment 
relationships and retirement are uniform for the entire country. 
Education staff continues with their professional education and 
training throughout their career, and successfully completed 
programmes of continuous professional development are a 
prerequisite for any promotion to higher professional titles. 

Head teachers manage public kindergartens and schools. They 
assume two roles: that of a pedagogical leader and that of an 
executive manager. They need to have a headship license. Public 
adult education organisations are managed by a director. A 
university is managed and represented by a rector.

Kindergartens and schools may employ accountants and 
administrative assistants. They also employ cleaning staff and a 
caretaker to do the technical, maintenance and other housekeeping 
related work. Upper secondary schools employ a maintenance keeper 
for IT and other computer equipment, and at kindergartens, there 
is a laundress. Kindergartens and schools employ cooks to prepare 
food, and kindergartens employ a cook assistant, as well.



QUALITY ASSURANCE
The school inspectorate supervises the regularity or legality 
of management and education activities at public and private 
institutions. It carries out regular and extraordinary inspections and 
examines legal, organisational and other administrative procedures.

Kindergartens and schools carry out regular self-evaluations.

The Institute of the Republic of Slovenia for Vocational Education 
and Training is responsible to monitor the process of quality 
assessment and assurance in vocational and technical education. 
At the end of upper secondary education, students in technical 
education take vocational matura and students in gimnazija take 
general matura.

The Quality and evaluation council is a body appointed by the 
minister of education to cater for the coordination of evaluation 
programmes in preschool education, basic school education, and 
upper secondary education; it reports to the minister.

In tertiary education, internal evaluation is the responsibility of 
higher vocational colleges and higher education institutions, and 
external evaluation of the Slovenian Quality Assurance Agency for 
Higher Education (NAKVIS) has the main role in external evaluation.

Information on the enrolment of children and students, employees, 
institutions and programme structure is collected and administered 
by the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia (SURS).

The education system  
in the Republic of Slovenia 2023/24
Collection of information from leaflets and 
brochure The Education System in  
the Republic of Slovenia
Editors: Katja Kuščer, Tanja Taštanoska,  
Saša Ambrožič Deleja, Karmen Svetlik, 
Mojca Ifko Pinosa 
Published by the Ministry of Education of the 
Republic of Slovenia
For the publisher: Maja Mihelič Debeljak
Print: Tiskarna Radovljica
ISSN (Print ed.) 1408-6948
ISSN (Online ed.) 2536-3352
Edition: 600 copies
Ljubljana, March 2025

More about National education 
systems in Eurypedia:

THE EDUCATION SYSTEM 
in the Republic of Slovenia

THE EDUCATION SYSTEM 
IN THE REpUblIC Of SlOvENIA


