Inclusive and accessible

The Slovenian education system is accessible to

all. Citizen can enrol on a study programme at any
time in their life if they meet the specific enrolment
requirements. As long as they hold the status of a
student, they have access to the student job market,
subsidised meals, transportation and accommodation,
as well as health insurance.
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The gifted and talented students can compete for
merit-based scholarships, and students from socio-
economically disadvantaged backgrounds can compete
for need-based scholarships. For mobility, both
scholarships are portable internationally.

Scholarships, 2021
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International comparison

The share of graduates by field of study does not differ
significantly from the EU average (27 states). It is greater
in the field of production and construction technology,
personal services, and lower in humanities, business,
administration and legal studies.

Distribution of tertiary education graduates
by broad field of education, 2020
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The public expenditure on tertiary education in 2019 was

at 1.02% as a percentage of GDP, below the EU27 average
of 1.22%.! The public expenditure for tertiary educational
institutions per student in 2018 was USD 12.6462 using
purchasing power standard, below the OECD average of USD
13.855 and below the EU23 average of USD 14.622. Still, the
public expenditure per student at tertiary level was highest of
all education levels.?

The Eurostat® data show a reduction in the student-to-staff
ratio. In 2019, there were 14.0 students for every academic
staff member or 2.8 students less compared to 2013. The
OECD and the EU average 2022 student-to-staff ratio was
15 students.

!Eurostat. Public expenditure on education by education level and programme
orientation - as% of GDP. [educ_uoe_fine06].

2QECD, Education at a Glance 2021, Table C1.2.

SEurostat. Ratio of pupils and students to teachers and academic staff by education
level and programme orientation. [educ_uoe_perp04].
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TERTIARY EDUCATION IN
THE REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA

The tertiary education includes short-cycle higher
vocational education and higher education. Both
subsystems of tertiary education are interrelated and
linked by a system of quality assurance, progression
from lower to higher levels, and institutional and
programme compatibility, in part.

The autonomy of universities and higher education
institutions is enshrined in the Constitution of the
Republic of Slovenia.

The top objectives of tertiary education are quality,
employability and mability in Europe and the world,
fair access, and diversity of institutions and study
programmes.

Slovenia exceeded the specific target of the Europe
2030 strategy, namely 45% of 25 to 34-year-olds with
tertiary educational qualification. In 2020, the number
was at 47.9%.

Tertiary educational attainment (age 25-34), 2021
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Over half of 19-year-olds pursue tertiary education. The
generational cohort continue to decrease since 2010, so
students decrease in number, too.
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National higher education programme 2030 priorities
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